450      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
known that I have had any communication with you on the subject, nor will it necessarily be known that I am the writer of such comments as I may choose to publish, although I shall say nothing that I will not be ready to stand by openly if occasion requires; but in no event will I, without your sanction, permit any one to know that you have given me any information on the subject. Whatever you may write shall be regarded as strictly confidential.
I had a long conversation with the President on the subject of the Cabinet the day after I last saw you here. He was very non-committal, or rather reticent as to his purposes; but very friendly personally in his mention of you, although I could discern that an idea had taken possession of him that he would no longer be master if you were in the Cabinet; and he, at one time, laughed in a manner that seemed to say "that he saw how it would be, and knew a little too much to be caught in that way." I saw his apprehensions, and tried to dispel them; but I do not think I succeeded fully. I spoke afterward to old Mr. Blair about bringing you into the Cabinet, and he approved very warmly of the proposition. But it is exceedingly doubtful whether any improvement will be made in the Cabinet. I assured the President that you desire no appointment that would involve the displacement of Mr. Stanton; and I told him how sensibly you appreciate the courtesies for which you stood indebted to him and to Mr. Stanton and to General Grant.
I might add here some other things; but during the past year I have not found that it was well to put too much into letters.
Please to address any answer to this note that you may be able to send to 365 Fifth Avenue, New York, as I intend to leave Washington either Saturday morning or Saturday evening. I am, dear General,
Most sincerely yours, JAMBS W. WHITE
From Colonel Shaffer to General Butler
FBJDHPOBT, Deo, tMh, 1864
DEAR GEN'L. : I arrived home this morning, and start this evening for Springfield. As soon as the Senatorial election is over I will come and see you. Bro. James is here. He has had an operation performed for fistula, and my Doctor says he is unfit for duty, but that he will soon be better than he has been for years. I have advised him to remain until I go, but